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2007  WISCONSIN  ACT  219
AN ACT to amend 77.22 (2) (intro.); and to repeal and recreate 77.265 of the statutes; relating to: the confidentiality

and electronic filing of real estate transfer returns.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION  1.  77.22 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is
amended to read:

77.22 (2) (intro.)  The secretary of revenue shall pre-
scribe the form required under sub. (1).  Forms filed on
or after July 1, 2009, shall be filed electronically in the
manner prescribed by the secretary.  The secretary may
waive the requirement to file electronically if the secre-
tary determines, based on a written application for a
waiver, that the requirement causes an undue hardship.
The form shall include an application for a credit under
s. 79.10 (5) and shall provide for the submission of the
following:

SECTION  2.  77.265 of the statutes is repealed and rec-
reated to read:

77.265  Confidentiality.  Grantor and grantee social
security numbers and grantor and grantee telephone
numbers from real estate transfer returns shall be confi-
dential, but the returns, and the information contained in
the returns, may be disclosed as follows:

(1)  The department of revenue shall distribute infor-
mation from the returns to local assessors.  The local
assessors shall maintain the confidentiality of social
security numbers and telephone numbers from the
returns.

(2)  The local assessor shall permit the inspection of
all returns filed under this subchapter for property within
any local unit of government for which property taxes are
levied by the chief elected official, or a person designated
by the official, of that unit upon the adoption of a resolu-
tion by the governing body of the unit directing the offi-
cial to inspect the returns for the purpose of reviewing the
basis upon which equalized values were established by
the department of revenue under s. 70.57, and the official
or designee shall maintain the confidentiality of grantor
and grantee social security numbers and telephone num-
bers from the returns.

(3)  The returns may be used in any proceeding
involving the requisite amount of the fee and may be pro-
duced in any proceeding subject to a valid subpoena or
court order, but the court, or adjudicating agency, and the
parties shall maintain the confidentially of social security
numbers and telephone numbers from the returns.

(4)  The department of workforce development may
use the returns under s. 106.50, but shall maintain the
confidentiality of social security numbers and telephone
numbers from the returns.

(5)  The department of revenue, county real property
listers under s. 70.09, and local assessors and their
employees and agents may use the returns, but shall
maintain the confidentiality of social security numbers
and telephone numbers from the returns.

*  Section 991.11,  WISCONSIN STATUTES 2005−06 : Effective date of acts.  “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over
the governor’s partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it takes effect shall take effect on the day after its date of publication
as designated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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(6)  Governmental agencies that acquire real property
for public purposes, or that administer taxes, may use the
returns, but shall maintain the confidentiality of social
security numbers and telephone numbers from the
returns.

(7)  In a condemnation proceeding or in an appeal of
an assessment of real property, the property owners and
the owners’ agents may inspect the returns after signing
a written agreement to maintain the confidentiality of
social security numbers and telephone numbers from the

returns inspected.
(8)  A county may use the returns to develop a tract

index, but shall maintain the confidentiality of social
security numbers and telephone numbers from the
returns.

(9)  The department of revenue may make available
to the public all information obtained from the returns
except social security numbers and telephone numbers
from the returns.


